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PLANNING — MEDIUM DENSITY POLICY 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [12.04 pm]: I rise today to update the house on the new 
medium density policy for Western Australia. Members may be aware that the McGowan government is delivering 
an unprecedented program of reforms across the planning system. In fact, last Friday, I launched a three-month 
consultation program on our next phase of reform. We want to go further and push the boundaries in redesigning 
our planning system to streamline processes and further reduce red tape, to explore reforms that could be mirrored 
across local government and to modernise how we plan and develop our suburbs, and we want the community to help 
shape this course of action. 

One key reform is finalising a new state planning policy to guide well-designed medium-density development. 
A draft policy was released for public consultation in late November last year. Over four and a half months, 
a series of workshops was held with industry representatives, local governments, community members and 
planning practitioners to collect their views. An online survey also attracted over 220 submissions. Submissions 
indicated broad support for options to improve design quality in residential developments up to four storeys that 
will also increase housing diversity and choice. Proposals for increased outdoor living areas in developments 
of greater density and the retention of tree canopy across our suburbs were also generally supported. Over the 
next 12 months, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage will undertake a detailed review and analysis 
of all submissions received, refine and test policy settings, re-engage with key stakeholders and continue 
feasibility testing.  

The department will also consider recent changes to the National Construction Code that may need to be applied 
to the policy. Some submissions raised concerns with time frames for the proposed implementation and transition 
program, while others requested additional consultation on key policy provisions. We know the housing industry 
is under significant pressure at the moment as a result of the record construction activity. We therefore will have 
a longer transition period to finalise the new policy and implement the new provisions. Good design is all about 
making sure we have excellence in our design outcomes. We can bring vibrancy, housing affordability, more 
housing choice and environmental benefits to suburbs across the metropolitan area. 

I thank everyone who made a submission or attended a workshop for making time to participate in this process. 
Consultation with the community and industry is a pivotal part of policy development to ensure we get the settings 
right to deliver lasting benefits and outcomes. We have also alerted councils that this policy is still in the consultation 
phase and that the existing policies should be their guiding documents in relation to approvals. The aim will be to 
have the new policy released in the first half of next year and an implementation date in the second half of next year. 
This should provide everyone with the opportunity to accommodate the new guidelines. 

I apologise for jumping in. Sorry; I thought I was first. 

The SPEAKER: That is the natural order of things, but I will give the call to the Attorney General now. 
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